
Become a Home 
History Sleuth

WEBSITE AND LIBRARY RESOURCES FOR PROPERTY RESEARCH



Before you get started
o Researching your home can be fun, but it can also take a lot of time! 

o The resources in this presentation are the common places to start if your home is in Washtenaw 
County. 

o There isn’t a cookie cutter approach when it comes to house histories. 

o Historic records may be incomplete or difficult to read. 

o You may need to make educated guesses based on the information you’ve found. 

o Many of these resources exist online, so access to a computer and familiarity with computers 
and the internet is needed for much of your research.



CDL owned materials
 Sanborn Fire Insurance maps 

o Print copies of the Chelsea Sanborn Insurance Maps from 1884, 1892, 1899, 1909, 1918, and 1929 
behind the adult information desk. 

o Can’t make copies or post online due to copyright restrictions. Some are also available online through 
the Library of Congress.

o Insurance maps show outlines of roads, houses and other buildings. There are different legends 
available online to help read the maps. There is a printed legend included with our print copies. The 
letter D means dwelling and is a single family home unless noted with a number next to it. 

o The Sanborn Insurance Maps were created in urban areas, so researchers looking for information on 
houses built in the townships or the outer parts of the City of Chelsea will be unlikely to find information 
on their house. 

o Digitized version of some maps can be found at:                                
https://www.loc.gov/collections/sanborn-maps/?q=Sanborn+fire+Chelsea+Michigan

https://www.loc.gov/collections/sanborn-maps/?q=Sanborn+fire+Chelsea+Michigan








Plat maps - Washtenaw
o Plat maps indicate who owned which parcels of land. 

o They sometimes indicate buildings with small black squares, but are more focused on land 
parcels. The library has a small collection of plat maps available in the print local history 
reference collection, including: 
�  Reprint of the 1874 Combination Atlas Map of Washtenaw County, found under 977.4 Com.

�  Reprint of the 1856 & 1864 Plat maps of Washtenaw County, found under 912.774 Was.

�  1997, 2002, 2005, and 2008 Washtenaw County Land Atlas & Plat Books found in Washtenaw County 
Atlas’ box on Reference shelf.

�  Family Maps of Washtenaw County found under 977.435 Boy. These show original land patents from 
the Federal Government.



Plat maps - surrounding areas
o The library also owns a few plat maps from surrounding areas, including:
�  1996 & 2002 Land Atlas & Plat Book of Jackson County in the County Atlas box on Ref shelf.

�  1997 Land Atlas & Plat Book of Ingham County in the County Atlas box on Ref shelf.

�  1998 Land Atlas & Plat Book of Oakland County in the County Atlas box on Ref shelf.

�  1859 Topographical Map of Ingham and Livingston County, found under Local History 912.774 Rep.

�  1998 Land Atlas & Plat Book of Livingston County in the County Atlas box on Ref shelf.

o There are several atlas and plat books in delicate shape in our local history collection that an 
adult librarian can bring out or photograph for patrons. Older plat maps are often online. 



Online plat maps - Washtenaw
o Some plat maps can be found online through the Library of Congress or through Hathitrust. You 

can also try a Google search for plat maps for a given county or township. There are companies 
that have them for sale, but also have high resolution pdfs that you can look at for free. Parts of 
Chelsea are sometimes found in Sylvan Township maps. Here are a few plat maps:
�  1874 Washtenaw County Atlas (same as the Atlas in our print collection): 

http://www.historicmapworks.com/Atlas/US/9918/Washtenaw+County+1874/

�  1895 Washtenaw County Atlas: https://www.loc.gov/resource/g4113wm.gla00053/?sp=2

�  1915 Washtenaw County maps: 
http://www.historicmapworks.com/Atlas/US/8848/Washtenaw+County+1915/

http://www.historicmapworks.com/Atlas/US/9918/Washtenaw+County+1874/
https://www.loc.gov/resource/g4113wm.gla00053/?sp=2
http://www.historicmapworks.com/Atlas/US/8848/Washtenaw+County+1915/






Other useful library materials
o These are on the second floor of the library in the Local History Section (by the fireplace in the 

quiet reading area).

o Binder with copies of the Chelsea City Directories from 1850-1930. These were photocopied 
from the Ann Arbor District Library directories and from Ancestry.com. Sometimes addresses are 
listed, sometimes occupation and township lived in. 

o Check the local history books in the reference section. We have a few books focused on the 
history of Chelsea or on the founding Chelsea families that might reference houses built or land 
owned, such as: 
�  Family Maps of Washtenaw Co., Michigan 977.435 BOY

�  Some Lines of Descent of John Congdon of Wales 1995 929.2 CRA



Online newspapers
Stories of Chelsea http://storiesofchelsea.org/historic-newspapers/

(The address must say http, not https, or you will receive an error message.)

o Researchers really wanting to know the history of a house will put in the hours to search 
newspapers. 
�  You can search by last names of known owners, street addresses, or you can peruse the “society pages” 

of a known year. 

�  Some houses in Chelsea were physically picked up and relocated, and an event like that might have 
been mentioned in the Chelsea Standard. 

�  Sometimes people listed items for sale at their property, like furniture, and there may be an 
advertisement with their name when you search a property address.

o There is a detailed tutorial to help you use the historic newspaper search. 
http://storiesofchelsea.org/historic-newspapers/tutorial/

http://storiesofchelsea.org/historic-newspapers/
http://storiesofchelsea.org/historic-newspapers/tutorial/




Online searching for property parcel 
numbers, legal descriptions, property 
owners, & deeds

eWashtenaw deed search https://ssclerk.ewashtenaw.org/web/

https://ssclerk.ewashtenaw.org/web/action/ACTIONGROUP1023S1

o This site allows you to search for current and historic property deeds. The records online are low 
resolution. If you would like a high resolution image of the deed, you will need to order it from 
the State of Michigan. Fees are listed on its page. 

o For records from 1970 onward, you can search with a variety of information. Try using the 
section number from the legal description and the township. 

o In order to search for records older than 1970, you will need to select “Historical Index.” The 
historical index takes a little practice. You search by year, and then by the name of the grantor 
(seller) or grantee (buyer). That will then give you the liber and page number, which will then 
take you to the deed. 

https://ssclerk.ewashtenaw.org/web/
https://ssclerk.ewashtenaw.org/web/action/ACTIONGROUP1023S1














Requesting hard copies https://www.washtenaw.org/302/Search-and-Request-Records

o Fees are as of July 2022. The website will have current fees listed.

https://www.washtenaw.org/302/Search-and-Request-Records














Property parcel search
 eWashtenaw property parcel search https://bsaonline.com/?uid=2075

o This site allows you to search by street address to find information on a property, including 
current owners, property parcel number and other legal descriptions, as well as school districts 
& municipalities. 

Regrid site (formerly Loveland) https://app.regrid.com/us#b=admin

o If you’re looking for more up-to-date information on property parcels, you can try Regrid. 
Search an address or view an entire township or county at a time to find information about a 
given parcel of land.

o As a general note, the only way to get 100% up-to-date information about property ownership is 
to contact the appropriate county clerk or township office. 

https://bsaonline.com/?uid=2075
https://app.regrid.com/us#b=admin














Tax and property records search
Accessmygov.com tax and property records search 
https://bsaonline.com/MunicipalDirectory?uid=2075

o This site allows you to select the appropriate township and search by name or address for tax 
and property information. 

o Records will sometimes include a description of the dwelling and year built or approximate age, 
and will sometimes have photos. 

o There does seem to be a lot of information missing, and even though this is supposed to be 
powered by local township office records, some of the information is incorrect.

https://bsaonline.com/MunicipalDirectory?uid=2075












Other online resources
 MapWashtenaw https://gisappsecure.ewashtenaw.org/MapWashtenaw/

o Provides a variety of data on Washtenaw County land parcels. 

o The neatest feature is the historic view. 
�  Go to the site, search for an address or location using the Parcel Search magnifying glass icon, then at 

the bottom of the map there’s a little box that says “Hill Shade.” Click on this and change it to “historic 
aerial view.”

�  You can now see aerial photographs of the land from 1940 to present. Not every area was 
photographed, but many were. 

�  This is a way to see approximately when a home was built or added on, since you can zoom in on a land 
parcel and scroll through the years until a house appears in the photos. As you’d expect, the older 
photos don’t have very detailed resolution. 

https://gisappsecure.ewashtenaw.org/MapWashtenaw/










Census data
 https://www.census.gov/history/www/genealogy/decennial_census_records/census_records_2
.html

 https://1940census.archives.gov/getting-started/

 https://1940census.archives.gov/search/?search.result_type=image&search.state=MI&search.c
ounty=Washtenaw+County&search.city=Chelsea&search.street=#searchby=location&searchmo
de=browse&year=1940

https://www.census.gov/history/www/genealogy/decennial_census_records/census_records_2.html
https://www.census.gov/history/www/genealogy/decennial_census_records/census_records_2.html
https://1940census.archives.gov/getting-started/
https://1940census.archives.gov/search/?search.result_type=image&search.state=MI&search.county=Washtenaw+County&search.city=Chelsea&search.street=#searchby=location&searchmode=browse&year=1940
https://1940census.archives.gov/search/?search.result_type=image&search.state=MI&search.county=Washtenaw+County&search.city=Chelsea&search.street=#searchby=location&searchmode=browse&year=1940
https://1940census.archives.gov/search/?search.result_type=image&search.state=MI&search.county=Washtenaw+County&search.city=Chelsea&search.street=#searchby=location&searchmode=browse&year=1940


House history books
o In-library use only: 
�  Discovering the history of your house and your neighborhood by Betsy Green, found in Local History 

reference R LH 907.2 GRE

�  Houses and homes: exploring their history by multiple authors, found in Local History reference R LH 
307.336 HOU

o Available to borrow:
�  House histories: a guide to tracing the genealogy of your home by Sally Light, found in Local History LH 

363.69 LIG https://catalog.tln.lib.mi.us/?section=resource&resourceid=32550710

https://catalog.tln.lib.mi.us/?section=resource&resourceid=32550710

